5th Grade Social Studies Syllabus
Teacher
Stephanie Jordet

Room 122

sjordet@bridgmanschools.com
Welcome to Social Studies
This year, we will be exploring the time period from early Native American life to the Civil War era. In our studies, we will be using the Social Studies Alive! curriculum. The Social Studies Alive! curriculum is a newer approach to teaching and learning which appeals to the various ways students learn. The focus of Social Studies Alive! is to bring learning alive for all students through cooperative interaction and hands on experience. Technology will play a major role in  students building enduring understandings. Daily, students will be exploring, recreating, simulating, and examining history independently and in small groups. The students will not be using a textbook but instead will be using an electronic copy of the text and interactive journals. All students will have access to paper copies of the text if necessary. Through engaging and stimulating activities and text, students will view history through multiple lenses.
Supplies Needed for Social Studies

1 subject notebook
Pencils

Crayons, markers, or colored pencils

Glue stick

F.C. Reed Middle School Planner/Assignment Book
Scissors (optional)
Grades
These are the percentages and grades that will be used:

A      93-100%

A-     90-92%

B+    87-89%

B      83-86%

B-     80-82%

C+    77-79%

C      73-76%

C-     70-72%

D+    67-69%

D      63-66%

D-     60-62%

F       0-59%
Homework, Tests, and Quizzes

Homework will be assigned periodically throughout the year. Homework is to be turned in at the beginning of class on the day it is due. Late homework will result in a 10% decrease in the student’s grade on the assignment for every day it is late. Interactive journals are to be turned in the day of a unit test. Journals will not be accepted after the day of a test.

Tests will take place at the end of each unit. At least several days notice will be given for all tests. We will review the content that will be on the test in class the day before the test. Quizzes will be given as needed during each unit.
Absence Policy

Since the Social Studies Alive! program involves consistent student involvement in discussion, activities, simulations, and group work, it is crucial that your student is in class every day. It is difficult to make up missed work as so much of it depends upon actually being in the classroom and experiencing the lesson. Please plan appointments and vacations around your student’s social studies class time. If your student misses a day of class, he or she will have one day to make up their missed work. Missed tests or quizzes must be made up the day your student returns to school during Bonus hour.

Academic Updates
My lesson plans will be posted weekly on www.planbook.com. You can use this website to help you to stay up to date on your student’s homework and due dates for various projects. If your student misses my class, please check planbook.com to see the work your student missed. Once you go to planbook.com, click “View Teacher’s Plans” and enter my email (sjordet@bridgmanschools.com) and student key (jordet).
A useful tool for monitoring your student’s progress in class is Powerschool. Please go to https://bridgmanpowerschool.berrienresa.org/public/home.html and regularly view your student’s grades in all of his or her classes. Log in information for Powerschool (if not already known) will be given soon.
______________________________________________________________________________
Please discuss this syllabus with your child and sign and date below. I also recommend that you check your student’s assignment book every day to stay informed of the work your student is doing. If you have any comments, questions, or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me. Thank you!

____________________________________________________ 

Child’s Name

____________________________________________________             ___________________
Student Signature                                                                                                               Date
____________________________________________________             ___________________
Parent/Guardian Signature                                                                                               Date
